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Message Text 


E.O. 1 1652: NA 

TAGS: ECOSOC, EGEN, UN, SWEL 

SUBJ: HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: RESPONSE TO MAYOR BEAME'S MESSAGE 


REE: USUN 2389 


1 . GENERAL THRUST OE REPLY SHOULD EXPRESS U.S. APPRECIATION 
FOR THE INTEREST OF MAYOR BEAME'S OFEICE IN THE SUBJECT AND 
OUR INTENTION TO TAKE ITS VIEWS INTO ACCOUNT IN THE DELIBERA- 
TIONS WHICH ARE CONTINUING. PARENTHETICALLY, WHENEVER APPROPRIATE, 
THE USDEL HAS EXPRESSED ITS PREEERENCE FOR NEW YORK AND ADVANCED 
ITS CANDIDACY. THE U.S., HOWEVER, IS ONLY ONE MEMBER OF A 
FIFTY-FOUR COUNTRY INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODY (ECOSOC) CURRENTLY 
CONSIDERING RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING UN INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGE- 
MENTS IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS; AND FURTHER THAT THE 
FINAL DECISION WILL BE MADE BY THE 147 MEMBER COUNTRIES OF 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. (PORTIONS OF THE UN SYSTEM ENGAGED IN HUMAN 
SETTLEMENT MATTERS ARE PRESENTLY LOCATED IN CANADA, KENYA 

AND EACH OF THE GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS.) 

2. THE LOSS OF EMPLOYMENT FROM ANY RELOCATION DECISION WOULD 

BE VERY MODEST UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. FOR EXAMPLE, SHOULD THE 
UN CENTER FOR HOUSING, BUILDING AND PLANNING BE TRANSFERRED 
FROM NEW YORK, ITS 69 EMPLOYEES WOULD BE OUT-POSTED; OF THESE, 

AT MOST 17 ARE U.S. NATIONALS. OF COURSE, NO DECISION HAS YET 
BEEN REACHED AT ECOSOC. 
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3. MISSION MAY ALSO WANT TO NOTE THAT THE UN INSTITUTIONAL 
ARRANGEMENT QUESTION IS ONLY ONE RELATIVELY SMALL PART OF A 
GLOBAL EFFORT TO FOLLOW-UP ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS EMANATING 
FROM THE HABITAT CONFERENCE HELD IN VANCOUVER IN 1976. 

VANDEN HEUVEL 
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